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For the attention of Mr Bayliss DX 8005 Huntingdon

Customer Service Centre
Nerthamptenshire County Council
John Dryden House

8-10 The Lakes

Northampton

NN4 7YD

By post and fax 01604 838496

08 December 2010

Dear Sir

Re: Application to review the Club Premises Certificate relating to the Eastern District (North) Social
Club

We act for the Eastern District (Narth) Social Club. The Eastern District (North) Social Club holds a Club
Premises Certificate that is the subject of a review application brought by the Licensing Officer, PC Bryan, of
Northamptonshire Police Force.

PG Bryan, on behalf of the Chief Constable, makes an application for a review of the Club Premises
Certificate, advocating at paragraph C of the application and in his supporting statement that the Club
Premises Certificate should be revoked. The review is due to be held on the 9th of January 2011 at Guild
Hall.

Please accept this letter as notice that Mr Stevens, a solicitor with our firm, will attend the aforementioned
hearing to make representations on behalf of the Club.

The grounds of the Police application are (briefly) that criminal activity has taken place in the Club and on the
Club’s property. Senior members of the club have undertaken the criminal activity and the committee
members have been complicit in that criminality.

The Eastern District (North) Social Club opposes the Police application on the following grounds:

T The application is manifestly disproportionate in all of the circumstances and amounts to no more
than a “guilty by association” argument,

Northamptonshire Police are “of the opinion that if members of the committee were not
involved in this high level of criminality at the club, then they were complicitfe] to it.” The
suggestion that the Committee Members were complicit in the criminality should be disregarded.
Complicit means to participate in a questionable act or crime. The Committee Members are deeply
offended by this stated opinion. This opinion has simply cast baseless accusations on all members
of the Club and particularly the 10 committee members whom are wholly innacent of any wrong
doing whatsoever. If the police had evidence that any committee members aided, abstted or
procured the offences mentioned in the Licensing Officer’s statement or acted on the basis of jaint
enterprise, then they would have been prosecuted.
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The application is excessive and disproportionate due to the fact that it is based on the grossly
offensive opinion, regarding the committee members, held by the applicant. An application based on
such an an opinion has no merit,

Moreover, the investigation concluded in March 2009. The application to review the Club Premises
Certificate was submitted 21 months after the investigation concluded. The fact that there has been
no other incident in the last 21 months is evidence that the Police submission, that the Licensing
Sub-Committee should withdraw the Certificate, is unnecessary, disproportionate and in all the
circumstances manifestly excessive.

3. The withdrawal of the licence would adversely affect the local community and the estimated 290
members of the Ciub. Penalising so many for the actions of a few is unjust and excessive
disproportionate. The club members have collected a petition with 165 signatures in support of their
Club.

4. The application purports to be relevant to one of the licensing objectives, namely the prevention of
crime and disorder. The police have duly dealt with that issue by successfully prosecuting those
involved in the criminality. The fact that the investigation has been successful will deter any other
would be wrongdoer from committing crime on the Club premises. The objective has been met and
the fact that there have been no other incidents in the last 21 menths speaks to that issue.

5 Modifying the conditions of the licence/suspending the Certificate would seriously damage the
chances of the Club moving inte profit and clearing its debts.

The Eastern District (North) Social Club provides valuable community facilities to members and non
members. Those facilities cannot be replaced if it was unable to continue in its present capacity. The Club
has a safe affordable function reom that regularly accommodates weddings, christenings, wakes and
anniversaries. The Club hosts a football team, two pool teams and a ladies darts team. The Club hosts
bingo and line dancing nights and is very family orientated. The Club members also regularly support
charities with raffles.

The police application advocating the revocation of the Club Premises Certificate is attempting to penalise
the Club members retrospectively. The application would have been more relevant 21 months ago but due
to intelligence issues and the police decisicn to preserve evidence for the trials, it has been delayed. Itis
therefore plain that the application is looking backwards and based on those circumstances that prevailed
many months ago. The applicant has not enquired or produced any evidence that there is an ongoing
problem or even if the application is relevant today. There is no continuing criminality; the offenders have
been dealt with and excluded from being members. The review on January @ 2011 will look to the future and
consider what could be done to ensure compliance with the licensing objectives. On the face of it there is no
obvious condition or modification to the Certificate required in the absence of any evidence that the licensing
objectives are not being met today.

On behalf of the Eastern District (North) Social Club members we respectfully suggest that the police
application should fail and that no modification to the Certificate is required.

Yaours faithfully

Ine, SSleclo<,

hc solicitors LLP
jason stevens@hcsaolicitors.co.uk



|  PETITION |

To. The Licensing Departmen. Northampton Borough Council, The Guildhall, St Giles Square, Northampton, NN | IDE

Re: The Eastern Districi (North) Social Club, Premises Licence/Club Certificate Review

f The Eastern District (North) Social Club provides valuable community facilities 1o members, and hon-members, that local
pubs, community centres and other clubs cannot replicate or replace if it were 10 be closed down |
1 Our function rgom §
| Wakes, Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and mueh, much more. |
| We have a Foothall Team, twa Pool Teams and a Ladies Darts Team,
i‘ Amongst other things, we have Bingo Nights, Line Dancing and even provide a place for a Local Band to practice. ||
| As a SOCIAL Club, unlike many other clubs, we are very ‘family” orientated, ang have designated areas for parents where |
[their ¢hildren capn play safely and under supervision. The e¢lub provides, or the members donate, all play equipment,

We often hold seasonal rafiles, such as the Christmas Raflle, fiyr example, where the proceeds go to an open Children's’
Christmas Party. where every child gets a present, as well as free food and entertainmenr

All of this is would be impossible withour the dedrcation and generosity of the club members and the committes, who regu-
Iarly donate their time, expertise and energy into keeping our club goiug as a non profit, buy valuable, community resource
|‘ These facilities will be lost, all that hard work wasted and there will be untold damage to our lacal community if the Liceng-
ling Authority decide to withdraw our licence,
(We understand that there were a fow individuals that atracted the attention of the police in the past, and who lad, or still
have, certain associations to the club, and that this js the reason for the upcoming review, however we submit that firstly:
Those individuals have been dealt with accordingly by law Secondly: It would be wholly wrong 1o impose any punitive |
Jjudgement an our club, where those adversely affected would be the vast majority of totally innocent members and non |
members alike.

We. the undersigned, petition the Licensing Authority to take into consideration all of the above, and to take into account |
the individual signatures herein, as comprising just a small sample of the many individuals who could be affected by a nega-
(tive decision. We respectfully request the continuation and/or renewal of The Egstern District (North) Social Club, Premises
l\_Licence and/or Club Certificate with, or without, condition-
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Re: PETITION The Eastern District (North) Social Club, Premises Licence/Club Certificate Review

| NAME . ADDRESS {2 >
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Re: PETITION The Eastern Distriet (North) Social Club, Premises Licence/Club Certificate Review
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Re: PETITION The Eastern District (North) Social Club, Premises Licence/Club Certificate Review
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Re: PETITION The Eastern District ( North) Social Club. Premises Licence/Club C ertificate Review
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Re: PETITION The Eastern District (North) Social Club, Premises Licence/Club Certificate Review

HIGNATURE
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